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The Gandhian Economy

The Gandhian Economy not only eschews large - scale industries, but requires
decentralization of village industries Vinoba Bhave has made a fruitful distinction
between non - centralization and decentralization. Prior to the machine age,
industries were carried on in the villages in independent units scattered all over the
country without any plan or co-ordination. Now, village industries have to be
organized on the basis of “ a comprehensive all-pervading idea”. This, says Vinoba
Bhave, of “ is decentralization, or intelligent non-centralization”. As many think,
Gandhism is not totally opposed to machines. If it is opposed, says Bhave, only to
machines which create unemployment, idleness and intellectual dullness, and not to

those which fit into man’s hands like a subsidiary limb.

Individuals, families and small co-operative groups own lands and small power-
driven instruments of production, necessary for subsistence and for supplying local
markets. While too much of huge machinery leads to regimentation and loss of

spontaneity, absence of mechanical efficiency leads to chronic poverty and anarchy.
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